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LEVEL  

13
A Berry Big Family
GOALS
Comprehension
Making predictions: Help students to use the title of the book and the cover illustration  
to make predictions about the story. 

Vocabulary
Focus High-frequency Words: blue, but, eat, like, look, red, will, you 
Focus Content Words: berries, fruit, jam, pie, sauce, sick, small, smoothie, sour, stone 

Phonics
Letters and Sounds: Plurals – recognise and produce words that end with  
the same sound: /s/
Words to Blend and Segment: berries, jams, leaves, pies, sauces

Fluency
Practise rereading the story with a partner (orally) - sharing information.

Berries grow over most 
of the world and there 
are favourite ones in 
different countries.

Before Reading

•	 Help students to use the title of the book and cover illustration to make predictions about the 
text. Notice the use of Berry in the title. 

•	 Read the title and then read it together. Ask: What could berry big mean? (a play on words 
for very big) There are many different berries. Which berries do you like to eat? Discuss what 
students see in the pictures on the cover and title page. Notice the variety of berries. Who 
wrote the text?

•	 Students tell if this is fiction or non-fiction and explain how they know.
•	 Help students use the title and cover illustration to make predictions about the text. They read 

the title and the table of contents to get an idea of what the text will be about.
•	 Talk/walk through the pictures. Have students notice the colours of the berries. Discuss what 

they see on each page. Bring words like berries, fruit, jam, pie, sauce, sick, small, smoothie, 
sour, stone into the conversation. 

Reading the Text

•	 Read the cover and the title page together. 
•	 On pages 2–3, ask: What berries are in the picture? Do you like these? Look for tricky words, 

e.g. everywhere, Antarctica, world, centre, fruit. Break the words into chunks or syllables, e.g. 
An-tar-tic-a. Then read the text together pointing to the words as they are spoken. Ask: Have 
you eaten raspberries or cranberries? Notice that they both end in the word berries.

•	 On pages 4–5, discuss the pictures. Ask: Which do you like best? Find the words yummy, 
sauces and delicious in the text. Talk about the meaning of these words and the chunks that 
make them up, e.g. de-lic-ious. Note the pronunciation is different to how the word looks. Note 
the c in sauces sounds like /s/. Read the words together.

•	 Follow this pattern for each page discussing the pictures, what the different berries are, where 
they come from or what they are made into before reading each page. 
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•	 Students use the index to find information about raspberries.
After Reading

Check the accuracy of students’ predictions. Invite them to discuss the text. Prompt if needed. 
•	 Students re-tell the text using the pictures on each page as a guide. They discuss the ending 

and what berries taste like. 
•	 What do you think the author’s purpose was for writing the book? What have you learnt from 

this book? How many countries do berries grow in?
•	 Students look at design of the page numbers and discuss what effect this has on the book.
•	 On the back cover, students match the berries to their names. They say the name of the berry, 

then look for beginning letters to match. They are all compound words and all end in berries. 

Phonics

•	 Write the words berries, jams, leaves, pies, sauces on the board to practise blending and 
segmenting together as a group, e.g berr-ies, berries. Brainstorm more plural words to add  
to the list. (stones, places) Have students notice that words that end in y change to ies for  
the plural.

•	 Students identify syllables in words and clap as they are spoken, e.g. smooth/ie. They find  
one-syllable words in the book to clap, e.g small, fruit. Have students clap two-syllable words,  
e.g. Swe/den, peo/ple.

Word Study

•	 Talk about the words blue, but, eat, like, look, red, will, you. Photocopy the flash cards from 
the inside front cover. Read them together. Ask students to find and read these words in the 
book. Discuss their meaning in context. Play a spelling game with them.

•	 Students make a berry web showing the different kinds of berries. They illustrate and  
label them.

•	 Organise for students to survey members of the class to see what berries they like best. They 
turn the results into a graph to share.

•	 In pairs, students copy or trace a map of the world and indicate where the different berries 
grow. They write the words and illustrate to share with the class.

•	 Have students make a flow chart summarising the different steps needed to make a berry 
smoothie. They illustrate and label the process. 

Fluency

•	 Practise rereading the story with a partner (orally) - sharing information.

 Writing

•	 Students draw a picture of one of the berries in the book. They write the matching sentence 
from the text and share this with a partner.

•	 In pairs, students make up a recipe using berries, e.g. berry ice cream, sauce or jam. They list 
and illustrate the ingredients and the step-by-step method.


