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LEVEL  

14
Arches
GOALS
Comprehension
Making predictions: Help students to use the title of the book and the cover illustration  
to make predictions about the text. After reading, check on predictions. Were they correct?

Vocabulary
Focus High-frequency Words: about, from, just, made, more, one, over, them
Focus Content Words: arch, bricks, building, concrete, dam, doorway, metal,  
stone, strong, windows 

Phonics
Letters and Sounds: Recognise and produce words that end with the same sound: /ch/
Words to Blend and Segment: arch, bunch, lunch, march, much

Fluency
Choose a heading from the Contents page. Find the related pages. Model reading them in an interesting way. 
Students repeat the process with a partner.

Once you know what 
you are looking for, you 
will see arches in lots 
of structures.

Before Reading

•	 Help students to use the title of the book and the cover illustration to make predictions about 
the text. Read the title and the name of the author. Ask: What do you think this book with be 
about? What are arches? Has anyone seen one? Where are you most likely to see an arch? 

•	 Look at the back cover. Discuss the famous arch they see and what it might be for.
•	 Discuss what students see on the cover and title page. Notice the reflection of arches on the 

cover. Ask: What are these arches holding up? With a partner make your bodies into an arch 
or bridge shape. Would this be a stronger shape than standing straight or alone? 

•	 Read the title and the table of contents to give an idea of what is going to be in the text.
•	 Talk/walk through the pictures. Notice how varied arches are and where they are used. 

Discuss what students see on each page. Bring words like arch, bricks, building, concrete, 
dam, doorway, metal, stone, strong, windows into the conversation.

Reading the Text

•	 Read the cover and the contents page together. 
•	 On pages 2–3, ask: What do you think arches are for? What are the arches holding up in the 

pictures? Notice how ornate some arches are. What are they made of? Imagine how long these 
arches would take to build. 

•	 Look for tricky words, e.g. strong, heavy, bricks, stone, building, doorway and windows. 
Break the words into chunks or syllables, e.g. str-ong, heav-y. Then read the text together. 
pointing to the words as they are read. Ask: Have you seen any arches near where you live?

•	 On pages 4–5, these arches are all famous. Ask: Which do you like best? What are these 
arches made of? Find the words giant dam, concrete, tower, metal, gateway, steel. Talk 
about the meaning of these words and the chunks that make them up, e.g. giant (Note the 
pronunciation is different to how it looks.) Note the g in giant sounds like /j/. Read the text 
together.

•	 Follow this pattern for each page, discussing the pictures, what the different arches are, what 
they hold up or what they are made of before reading each page. 
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After Reading

Check the accuracy of students’ predictions. Invite them to discuss the text. Prompt if needed. 
•	 Have students describe what they now know about the interesting shapes of arches. How is 

this similar to how bridges are built today?
•	 What do you think the author’s purpose was for writing the book? What have you learnt? 
•	 Look around the classroom, at home or outside. Are arches used anywhere? 
•	 Look at the design on the page numbers. What do you see? Why do you think the designer 

added this interesting technique?
•	 Reread the text together. Discuss the names of the different arches and where they are. 

(written in the captions)

Phonics

•	 Write the words arch, bunch, lunch, march, much, tight on the board to practise blending and 
segmenting together as a group, e.g. b-unch, bunch. Brainstorm more words with -ch to add to 
the list. (touch, bunch, reach, teach, couch)

•	 Have students find the word giant on page 4. Notice the soft g /j/. They practise saying 
giant. They think of more words that have a soft g, (giraffe) and words with a hard g like go 
(gateway). They listen to the difference between the first sounds of giant and go.

•	 Students identify syllables in words and clap as they are spoken, e.g. arch/es. Together find 
one-syllable words in the book to clap, e.g bridge, stone. Have students clap two-syllable 
words, e.g. tun/nels, con/crete.

Word Study

•	 Talk about the words about, from, just, made, more, one, over, them. Read them together. Ask 
students to find and read these words in the book. Discuss their meaning in context. 

•	 Students find compound words in the text, e.g. gateway, doorway, everything. They say the 
two words that are joined to make one and the meaning. Suggest others they may know.

•	 Talk about opposites in the text, e.g. short/long. Students say what the opposites to these 
words could be and find them in the text – weak, not many, down, under. 

•	 Using the base word build, have students suggest all the words that can be made from it. 
(built, building, builds, building)

Fluency

•	 Choose a heading from the contents page and find the related pages. Model reading them in an 
interesting way. Students repeat the process with a partner.

 Writing

•	 On a piece of paper, students draw a picture of one of the pages in the book. They write the 
matching sentence from the text.

•	 Students use modelling clay or lego/building blocks to design a strong arch. They decorate it 
and share how they made it. 

•	 Students could build a fort using sugar cubes and glue in place of bricks. They can experiment 
to find the strongest arch. They photograph their arch and write about why it was so strong.

•	 Discuss the challenges people face building arches. Compare today with long ago. Students 
present their ideas to the class.


