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LEVEL  

14
Museums Are Fun
GOALS
Comprehension
Connect to prior knowledge: Has anyone been to a museum? What did you see?  
Tell us about your visit.

Vocabulary
Focus High-frequency Words: ask, but, from, old, over, some, walk, what
Focus Content Words: art, bird, bread, desk, history, museum, nature, oven,  
school, village 

Phonics
Letters and Sounds: Recognise and produce words that end with the same sound: 
/ng/ 
Words to Blend and Segment: king, living, ring, sing, thing

Fluency
Choose a heading from the Contents page. Find the related pages. Model reading them in an interesting way. 
Students repeat the process with a partner.

See all the topics you 
can explore in the 
different kinds of 
museums.

Before Reading

• Connect to students’ prior knowledge, ask: Has anyone been to a museum? What did you 
see? Tell us about your visit. Look at the back cover. Share what the children are doing at this 
museum and any similar experience students have had.

• Read the title together. Discuss what students see in the pictures on the cover and title page. 
Ask: Who wrote the text? Read the author’s name together.

• Help students use the title of the book and cover illustration to make predictions about the 
text. Then read the title and contents to give an idea of what is going to be in the text.

• Talk/walk through the pictures. Notice the different kinds of museum and the variety of 
things and activities in them. Discuss what they see on each page. Bring words like art, bird, 
bread, desk, history, museum, nature, oven, school, village into the conversation.

Reading the Text

• Read the cover and the contents page together. 
• On pages 2–3, ask: What do you see in the pictures? Are they very different things? Why do 

we have museums? Read the words together.
• On pages 4–5, read the heading and the words together.
• On page 6, look for the tricky words in the heading. Break the words into chunks or syllables, 

e.g. liv-ing, his-tor-y. Read the page together pointing to the words. Ask: What do you see in 
the pictures? Would you like to be in a classroom like that? Why, why not?

• Look for tricky words on page 7. Break the words into chunks or syllables, e.g. class-room, 
wood-en. Then read the text together, pointing to the words as they are read. Ask: How do 
your desks compare? Are they made of wood?

• Follow this pattern, discussing the pictures, what the museum is and what is being shown 
before reading each page. Look for the tricky words and check that they sound right, look right 
and make sense in the sentences.

• On page 16, students look at the index and find the page with more information about fossils. 
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After Reading

Check the accuracy of students’ predictions. Invite them to discuss the text. Prompt if needed. 
• What does the author mean when she writes, “Museums are fun!” Is this book fiction or non-

fiction? How do you know? What is the difference?
• What do you think the author’s purpose was for writing the book? What have you learnt from 

this book? What different museums have you visited? What are the different museums you 
have read about in this book? What is the difference between natural history and  
living history?

• Students choose a heading from the contents page. They read the relevant pages and 
summarise the main idea with pictures and labels. They share with the class.

Phonics

• Write the words king, living, ring, sing, thing on the board to practise blending and 
segmenting together as a group, e.g. k-ing, king. Brainstorm more words the end in -ng to add 
to the list. (song, bring, bang, lung)

• Students find the words space and science on page 16. Explain that they both have a c that 
sounds like /s/. (soft c) Most words have a hard c like cat /k/. Students think of more words 
with c and say whether they are a soft or hard c.

• Look at the words skeleton and scary on page 13. Students say the words. Notice they both 
start with the /sk/ blend but have different spellings. Have students make a web with words 
that start with sc or sk, e.g. scat, scar, ski, scooter, skin. They illustrate where possible.

• Students identify syllables in words and clap as they are spoken, e.g his/tor/y, din/o/saur. 
Together find one-syllable words in the book to clap, e.g. art, space, shells. Have students clap 
two syllable words, e.g. sci/ence, liv/ing, pret/ty; fos/sils.

Word Study

• Talk about the words ask, but, from, old, over, some, walk, what. Read them together. Ask 
students to find and read these words in the text. They discuss the meaning in context with a 
partner and ask each other spelling riddles, e.g. I am thinking of a word that is the opposite of 
under and it starts with o. Can you spell it? (over)

• Students write a list of questions they might ask in a science museum to help them find out 
how things work. They use the question words how, when, why, what, where.

Fluency

• Choose a heading from the contents page and find the related pages. Model reading them in an 
interesting way. Students repeat the process with a partner.

 Writing

• On a piece of paper, students draw a picture from book. They write the matching sentence 
from the text.

• Find a recipe for an old-fashioned food such a scones and help students to make them. They 
list and illustrate the ingredients and method. 

• Have students write about the museum in the book that they found most interesting and why.
• On page 8, have students notice the roofs of most of the houses. Together research how to 

make a thatched roof. Students write some sentences about thatched roofs.


