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LEVEL  

14
What We Do When…
GOALS
Comprehension
Re-tell the text using the pictures on each page as a guide. Discuss the time  
and what is done on each page.

Vocabulary
Focus High-frequency Words: after, don’t, for, going, more, or, that, then
Focus Content Words: afternoon, day, dinner, holiday, hour, long, morning,  
night, noon, weekend 

Phonics
Letters and Sounds: Identify and make rhyming words.
Words to Blend and Segment –oo: afternoon, boot, noon, soon, too

Fluency
Model reading of the text with expression, noting the punctuation and rhyme. Students repeat.

This rhyming story 
takes you through a 
typical school day and 
helps tell the time.

Before Reading

•	 Read the title together. Ask: What could it mean? (things we do at different times) Who wrote 
the text? Discuss the pictures on the cover and title page. Ask: Is this book fiction or non-
fiction? How do you know? What is the difference? 

•	 Help students use the title and cover illustration to make predictions about the text. 
•	 Read the title and the table of contents to give an idea of what is going to be in the text.
•	 Talk/walk through the pictures. Notice the different activities people do during the day and 

night. Discuss what students see on each page. Bring words like afternoon, day, dinner, 
holiday, hour, long, morning, night, noon, weekend into the conversation.

•	 Before turning to page 16, ask students how they think the book might end.

Reading the Text

•	 Read the title together. 
•	 On pages 2–3, ask: What do you see in the picture? Elicit the words night-time and daytime. 

What do we call it when it’s dark? Look for tricky words, e.g. daytime, night-time, usually, 
people, school. Break the words into chunks or syllables, e.g. us-u-a-lly. Read the text together, 
pointing to the words as they are read. Have students notice the rhyming words.

•	 On pages 4–5, discuss the pictures. Elicit the words sleep and cry. Have students find the 
words torch, beach, sleep, babies, wake. Talk about the meaning of these words and the 
chunks that make them up, e.g. t-or-ch. Read the text together, emphasising the rhymes.

•	 Follow this pattern for each page discussing the pictures, what the different time of day is and 
what the activities are, before reading each page. 

•	 Students predict the ending. On page 16, they look at the index and find the page with more 
information about lunchtime. They ask a partner questions about the index. 
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LEVEL  

14 
After Reading

Check the accuracy of students’ predictions. Invite them to discuss the text. Prompt if needed. 
•	 Discuss the ending and what holidays or weekends mean. What do you think the author’s 

purpose was for writing the book? What have you learnt from this book? 
•	 Students re-tell the text using the pictures on each page as a guide. Discuss the time and what 

is done on each page.
•	 Students look at the back cover and put the pictures in the correct order of the day. 
•	 Reread the text together, emphasising the rhyme and feeling the rhythm.

Phonics

•	 Write the words afternoon, boot, noon, soon, too on the board to practise blending and 
segmenting together as a group, e.g. b/oot, boot. Brainstorm more oo words to add to the list, 
e.g. room, moon. smooth. 

•	 Students find compound words in the text and explain the meaning of the two words that 
make up the compound word and the word itself, e.g. afternoon, bedtime, daytime, midnight.

Word Study

•	 Talk about the words after, don’t, for, going, more, or, that, then. Photocopy the flash cards 
from the inside front cover. Read them together. Ask students to find and read these words in 
the book. They discuss their meaning in context, e.g. after is the opposite of before on page 11. 
They play a spelling game with them.

•	 Students find and discuss the meaning of the opposites (antonyms) in the text, e.g. long/short; 
daytime/night time; morning/afternoon; dark/light; wake/sleep; night/day. They list them in 
a two-column chart and discuss how they were used in the text.

•	 Students find and discuss the meaning of the synonyms (words with similar meanings) in the 
text, e.g. noon/midday.

•	 On page 3, find the word don’t. Together discuss the meaning of the contraction, what the 
apostrophe is for, what letter is missing and the expanded form (do not). Find more examples 
of contractions in the text and expand them. (isn’t, it’s, breakfast’s) Explain that the word 
o’clock on page 7 is an old-fashioned way of saying “of the clock”.

•	 Students make a timeline showing the sequence of a day. They illustrate and label their 
timeline, then use it to retell the activities of the day.

•	 In pairs students copy or trace a map of the world and indicate if an area is dark and where it 
would be light in the world. They label, illustrate and share with the class.

Fluency

•	 Model reading of the text with expression, noting the punctuation and rhyme. Students repeat.

 Writing

•	 On a piece of paper, students draw a picture of one of the pages in the book. They write the 
matching sentence from the text.

•	 Students choose a heading from the contents page and read the relevant pages. They 
summarise the pages in their own words and write a sentence to share with the class. 

•	 Students use the illustrations on pages 8 and 10 to make a poster about the two ways of 
showing 12 o’clock (analog and digital).


