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LEVEL  

15
Wonderful World
GOALS
Comprehension
Discuss and model how to identify the main idea of the text.

Vocabulary
Focus High-frequency Words: big, down, green, look, there, this, up, what 
Focus Content Words: billions, coral, millions, north, pole, reef, rainforest, south,  
waterfall, world

Phonics
Letters and Sounds: Identify and make superlatives ending in -est
Words to Blend and Segment: biggest, greatest, highest, largest, longest

Fluency
Model fluent reading of a section of the text including how to read questions for students to repeat.

This book travels to 
seven wonders to ask 
“Would you like to…”

Before Reading

• Ask: What do you notice about the title? (alliteration – a way writers make their writing more 
interesting) 

• Read the title together. Ask: What is wonderful about our world? Discuss what students see in 
the pictures on the cover and title page. What do the photos show about our wonderful world? 
What other places might be in the book? How do you know that this book is non-fiction?

• Read the title and the table of contents to give an idea of what places are in the text.
• Talk/walk through the pictures. Notice the scenery. Discuss what students see on each page. 

Bring words like billions, coral, millions, north, pole, reef, rainforest, south, waterfall, world 
into the conversation. Ask: What do you notice about millions and billions? (They rhyme.) 
Which number is bigger? 

Reading the Text

• Read the cover and the title page together. 
• On pages 2–3, ask: What do you see in the photo? These are famous mountains. Look at the 

text to see why. Look for tricky words like Everest, highest, mountain, climb. Break the words 
into chunks or syllables, e.g. Ev-er-est. (Climb has a silent b.) 

• Read the text together, pointing to the words as they are read. Look at the back cover to find 
where Mt Everest is on the world map.

• On pages 4–5, ask: What do you see in the picture? (a huge waterfall called Victoria Falls.) 
What country is it in? Share experiences if anyone has seen a waterfall. Was it loud? What 
makes the noise? Read the words together. Look at the back cover to find it on the map.

• Follow this pattern for each page, discussing the pictures and what the different features are 
before reading each page. 

• Have students look at the index and ask a partner questions, e.g. What page would I find 
information about the rainforest?
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After Reading

Check the accuracy of students’ predictions. Invite them to discuss the text. Prompt if needed. 
• Discuss and model how to identify the main idea of the text.
• Students re-tell the text using the pictures on each page as a guide. They discuss the features 

and the countries they appear in. 
• Look at the design of the page numbers. How does this effect add to the design of the book?
• Discuss the ending and what wonderful world means. What do you think the author’s 

purpose was for writing the book? What have you learnt from this book? They think of other 
alliterative titles that could be used for each chapter, e.g. Amazing Amazon, Crazy Canyon, 
Famous Falls.

• Return to the back cover and review the wonders and the countries where they are found.

Phonics

• Write the words biggest, greatest, highest, largest, longest on the board. Chunk and say them 
as a group, e.g great-est, greatest; big-gest, biggest. Brainstorm more words ending in -est. 
(shortest, coldest) A superlative is used when things are compared. Remind students that 
words like nest and best are not superlatives. 

• Students identify syllables in words and clap as they are spoken, e.g. bar/ri/er. Together read 
and clap one-syllable words in the book, e.g reef, fish. Have students clap two-syllable words, 
e.g. cor/al, mil/lions.

Word Study

• Talk about the words big, down, green, look, there, this, up, what. Read them together. Ask 
students to find and read these words in the book. Discuss their meaning in context.

• On a piece of paper, students draw a picture of one of the features in the book. They write the 
matching sentence from the text.

• Have students look for compound words in the story, e.g. waterfall, rainforest. List the two 
words and then the compound word on the board along with the meaning. Add any other 
compound words students know.

• Students create a quiz. They choose one chapter to reread, then write a question about it.  
Great Barrier Reef page page 8. Question 1: What is the largest coral reef in the world? They 
ask a partner their question to have a fun quiz. 

Fluency

• Model fluent reading of a section of the text including how to read questions for students  
to repeat.

 Writing

• Students write and illustrate a fact from the text. They share this with a partner.
• Have students create a new story called: Our Wonderful School. They list the reasons why and 

then write sentences about why it is wonderful.


