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Sunshine Phonics 
Decodable Books
This programme teaches children phonics skills in a sequential and systematic way so 
that they learn sounds (phonemes) and the letters that represent them (graphemes), 
and then apply this knowledge through reading a text that makes sense. This ensures 
that every beginning reader experiences success in reading from their very first book!

New Zealand series with real stories using words that children can read! 

The programme features:
• Fully decodable texts closely aligned to Letters and Sounds.

• 140 enjoyable texts available now (including non-fiction) with another 40 coming soon!

• Systematic progression for learning sounds (phonemes) and the letters that represent them 

(graphemes).

• Full-colour illustrations to support meaning.

• Comprehensive Teachers’ Books that include lesson plans, activity sheets and assessments.

• The first 120 books feature characters from the same family along with their pets  

and friends. 

SERIES 1 OVERVIEW
s    a    t    p    i    n    m    d

SET 1  10 BOOKS

g    o    b    h    e     r    f     u    l

SET 2  10 BOOKS

c    k    ck    j    qu    v     w    x    y    z    zz    ff    ll    ss

SET 3  10 BOOKS

th/th    ch    ng    sh    ai    ee    igh    oa    oo/oo

SET 4  10 BOOKS

ar    or    ur    ow    oi    ear    air    ure    er

SET 5  10 BOOKS
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SET 6  10 BOOKS
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SET 7  10 BOOKS

Message from the Publisher

Request your 

FREE  
SAMPLE PACK

Sunshine Books are proud to publish these 180 decodable books 
supported by comprehensive teachers’ notes and activities. The focus 
for the programme is helping all children in New Zealand and the  
Pacific Region to learn to read using decodable texts, while having fun 
exploring the many relatable adventures of one extended family and, 
later in the programme, other fiction and non-fiction titles.

We look forward to working with schools throughout New Zealand and continuing to make a 
difference to reading outcomes through our Sunshine Decodables Series. Let’s celebrate the 
success of thousands of children who are now enjoying reading.

Dame Wendy Pye
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The first three sets of Series 1 cover 23 phonemes of English.
• There are 10 books in each set (30 total).
• Sets 1–3 introduce all consonants and short vowels.
• Sets 1–3 focus is on predominantly VC and CVC words and a few tricky words.

SERIES 1 SETS 1–7

High-frequency Words: 
look, saw, make, day, very, 
by, don’t, students, looked, 
made  

New Tricky Words:
come, what, people, put, 
could, some, when, like, 
here, called, were, asked

High-frequency Words: 
came, house, little, about, 
I’m

New Tricky Words:
Mr, Mrs, their

The next four sets of Series 1 cover 21 phonemes of English.
• There are 10 books in each set (40 total).
• Sets 4–5 introduce consonant digraphs, vowel digraphs, trigraphs and adjacent consonants.
• Sets 6–7 introduce 65 new graphemes for known phonemes.

SERIES 1: SET 6 Alternative Graphemes

SERIES 1: SET 7 Alternative Graphemes

SERIES 1: SET 1 Phonemes: s a t p i n m d

High-frequency 
Words: 
in  it  at  am  and  
did   Dad

Tricky Words:
I  is  the

SERIES 1: SET 2 Phonemes: g o b h e r f u l

High-frequency 
Words: 
on  get  up  big  
Mum  got  had  
not  but

New Tricky Words:
go  no  to A/a  
his  into  has  of

SERIES 1: SET 3 Phonemes: c  k  ck  j  qu  v  w  x  y  z  zz  ff  ll  ss

High-frequency 
Words: 
can  off  will

New Tricky Words:
too  she  he  be    
my  for  her

High-frequency Words: 
that, this, then, them,  
with, see, went, from,  
just, help  

New Tricky Words:
we, me, as, all, was, 
you, they, are, have, out

High-frequency Words: 
down, it’s, now

New Tricky Words:
so, do, oh, there, said, 
your, one 

SERIES 1: SET 5 Phonemes: ar  or  ur ow  oi  ear  air  ure  er

SERIES 1: SET 4 Phonemes: th/th  ch  ng  sh  ai  ee  igh  oa  oo/oo

$65
SINGLE PACKS

1 x 10 titles
SHOP ONLINE
sunshine.co.nz each

SINGLE PACKS 1 x 10 titles $75Sets 1–3
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SET 1  10 books s   a   t   p   i   n   m   d

SET 2  10 books g   o   b   h   e   r   f   u   l

SET 3  10 books c   k   ck   j   qu   v   w   x   y   z   zz   ff   ll   ss

SET 4  10 books
PHONEMES th/th ch ng/nk sh ai ee igh oa oo oo

SET 5  10 books
PHONEMES ar or ur ow oi ear air ure er review

SET 6  10 books
PHONEMES ADJACENT CONSONANTS WITH SHORT VOWELS

SET 7  10 books
PHONEMES ADJACENT CONSONANTS WITH LONG VOWELS

SET 8  10 books
PHONEMES f   w ai ai ee ee ee igh igh oa oa
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SET 9  10 books
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SET 10  10 books
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SET 11  10 books
PHONEMES m n i l v z sh ch or zh

GRAPHEMES mb kn   gn y le   al ve se   ze
ch  ti  
ssi  si  
ci

tch
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oar

si   su

SERIES 2: SET 1  Phonemes: s a t p i n m d

High-frequency 
Words: 
in, it, am, at, Dad, 
a

Tricky Words:
I, is, the, and

SERIES 2: SET 2  Phonemes: g o b h e r f u l

High-frequency 
Words: 
on, get, up, big, 
Mum, him, not, 
but

New Tricky Words:
to, his, no, of, into, 
has, go

SERIES 2: SET 3 Phonemes: c  k  ck  j  qu  v  w  x  y  z  zz  ff  ll  ss

High-frequency 
Words: 
will, off, can, back, 
got, as

New Tricky Words:
too, she, he, for, 
her

More great stories to add to Series 1, Sets 1–3!
• Cover 23 phonemes of English. 
• Sets 1–3 introduce all consonants and short vowels.
• Sets 1–3 focus is on predominantly VC and CVC words and a few tricky words.

SERIES 2 SETS 1–3SERIES 2 OVERVIEW

Request your 

FREE  
SAMPLE PACK

SINGLE PACKS 1 x 10 titles $65

New!
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Further fiction and non-fiction texts to add to Series 1, Sets 6–7!

• Cover all 44 phonemes of English.

• Sets 8–11 introduce 87 new graphemes for known phonemes.

High-frequency Words: 
that, this, them, then, 
with, see  

New Tricky Words:
me, are, they, you, we, 
all, was, have, out, oh

High-frequency Words: 
down, now

New Tricky Words:
so, do, there, your, old, 
by 

High-frequency Words: 
went, from, just, help, look, 
day, children, looked 

New Tricky Words:
here, like, some, come, put, 
pull, full, were, little, says, 
when, what, today, said, 
one

New Tricky Words:
our, love, push

SERIES 2: SET 5 Phonemes: ar  or  ur ow  oi  ear  air  ure  er

SERIES 2: SET 4 Phonemes: th/th  ch  ng/nk  sh  ai  ee  igh  oa  oo/oo

SERIES 2: SET 6 Adjacent Consonants with Short Vowels

SERIES 2: SET 7 Adjacent Consonants with Long Vowels

New Tricky Words:
call, could, people, 
should, their, would

New Tricky Words:
ask, Mr, Mrs, water, 
want, any, many, again, 
who, whole, where, 
two, school, thought, 
through, friend, work 

New Tricky Words:
because, laugh, once, 
watch 

New Tricky Words:
busy, eye, hour,  
improve, move, parents, 
pretty, tomorrow

SERIES 2: SET 9 Alternative Graphemes

SERIES 2: SET 8 Alternative Graphemes SINGLE PACKS 1 x 10 titles $85

SERIES 2: SET 10 Alternative Graphemes

SERIES 2: SET 11 Alternative Graphemes

Further fiction and non-fiction texts to add to Series 1, Sets 4–5!
• Cover 20 phonemes of English.
• Sets 4–5 introduce consonant digraphs, vowel digraphs and trigraphs.
• Sets 6–7 introduce adjacent consonants with short and long vowels.

ORDER NOW!
SERIES 2 SETS 8–11SERIES 2 SETS 4–7 Available August PRE-ORDER NOW 

FOR DELIVERY 
FEBRUARY 2023

You will be invoiced when your 
order has been dispatched.

SINGLE PACKS  
1 x 10 titles $75
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See inside the 
books here

Large, well-spaced text

Some “tricky words” are introduced. 
These are high-frequency words that 
are not easy to decode at this stage.

Decodable text featuring 
mostly VC and CVC words in 
Sets 1–3

Real stories featuring the same key 
characters – Dan, Nat and Sam and 
their family, pets and friends

Clear, colourful illustrations to 
support the text and storyline

In Set 3, two-syllable decodable 
words are introduced.

Consonant digraphs are 
introduced in Set 4.

Adjacent consonants are 
introduced from Series 1 
Set 4.

Each book in Sets 
4 and 5 has a focus 
digraph or trigraph. 
In this book it is the 
trigraph /igh/.

Real Stories
While the Sunshine Phonics books are decodable texts, they are also real stories! The stories in 
the early sets follow the adventures of Nat, Dan and Sam. All young children can relate to the fun 
storylines and enjoy the humorous endings. Later sets introduce other stories and non-fiction titles.

Words Children Can Read
The Sunshine Phonics Decodable Books allow students to practise their developing phonic 
knowledge by reading books that only include the sounds that they have learnt. Some tricky words 
(high-frequency words that are not easily decodable) are also learnt as these words are necessary 
for any story. The result is reading success for all children!

Sunshine Phonics 
Decodable Books
New Zealand series with real stories using words that children can read! 

Non-fiction titles help 
children learn about their 
place in the real world.
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Teaching Support

At the end of each book, teachers 
will find a summary of teaching 
points for Before Reading and 
After Reading. This includes:

• focus phonemes/graphemes

• words to blend

• vocabulary

• pre-reading discussion

• comprehension

• fluency

Inside Front Cover 
The inside front cover of each book provides the Before Reading focus for the children. Here they 
will review the sounds they have learnt and practise blending those sounds to make the words that 
they will meet in the story. Tricky Words are also reviewed.

In addition to the summary of teaching points provided in each book, we also 
offer five comprehensive Teachers’ Books. Each Teachers’ Book includes: 
• Phonics Overview for the 

whole programme

• Scope and Sequence 

• Explicit Small Group 
Teaching Notes 

• Photocopiable Activity 
Pages for every book 

• Word Banks 

• Assessments

New!

Se
rie

s 1
Se

rie
s 2

Teaching notes

Activity sheets
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Professional  
Development Videos

Watch here

Video #6 

The progression in Sunshine 
Decodables

The Sunshine Decodable series 
follows a progression that is 
recognised internationally.

This series of 10 FREE 
Professional Development 
Videos explores how a 
teacher makes the best use 
of the Sunshine Decodable 
books in her classroom. 

Assessment  
(Teacher sheet)

Assessment  
(Student sheet)

Scope and Sequence

Word Banks

sunshine.co.nz/pd-videos/



SERIES DESCRIPTION PRICE QTY TOTAL

SERIES 1
SERIES 1: SETS 1–3

Series 1 Single Pack Sets 1–3 1 x 30 titles $180
Series 1 Multipack Sets 1–3 5 x 30 titles $780 SAVE 20%
Series 1 Teachers’ Book Sets 1–3 $65
SERIES 1: SETS 4–7       

Series 1 Single Pack Sets 4–7 1 x 40 titles $280
Series 1 Multipack Sets 4–7 5 x 40 titles $1200 SAVE 20%
Series 1 Teachers’ Book Sets 4–7 $65

SERIES 2
SERIES 2: SETS 1–3

Series 2 Single Pack Sets 1–3 1 x 30 titles $180
Series 2 Multipack Sets 1–3 5 x 30 titles $780 SAVE 20%
Series 2 Teachers’ Book Sets 1–3 $65
SERIES 2: SETS 4–7

Series 2 Single Pack Sets 4–7 1 x 40 titles $280
Series 2 Multipack Sets 4–7 5 x 40 titles $1200 SAVE 20%
Series 2 Teachers’ Book Sets 4–7 $65
SERIES 2: SETS 8–11 (Available February 2023. Order now!)

Series 2 Single Pack Sets 8–11 1 x 40 titles $315
Series 2 Multipack Sets 8–11 5 x 40 titles $1360 SAVE 20%
Series 2 Teachers’ Book Sets 8–11 $65

Shipping $10.00

Total $

 DECODABLES ORDER FORM

SCAN AND EMAIL YOUR ORDER TO sales@sunshine.co.nz     

OR ORDER ONLINE AT www.sunshine.co.nz 

All prices include GST and are subject to change without notice. Please add a $10.00 shipping charge to your order.

School: __________________________________________________________________________________

Name: __________________________________________________________________________________

Position: ________________________________________________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________________________________________

Postcode: ______________________  Phone: _______________________________________________

Email: _________________________________________________________________________________

School Order Number (if required): _____________________________________________________

012544


