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Sunshine Phonics Decodable Books  

Scope and Sequence

The Sunshine Phonics Decodables programme teaches children 
phonics skills in a sequential and systematic way so that they can 
learn the sounds (phonemes) and the letters that represent them 
(graphemes) and then apply this knowledge by reading a text that 
makes sense and is enjoyable. This ensures that every beginning 
reader experiences success from their very first book!

The programme comprises Series 1 and Series 2 and features:
• Decodable vocabulary with some high-frequency words
• Enjoyable stories using words that children can read
• Systematic progression for learning sounds (phonemes)
• Full-colour illustrations to support meaning
• Teaching notes included in each book
• The complete programme covers 44 phonemes of English
• 180 titles, fiction and non-fiction
• Five Teachers’ Books

See Series 1 and 2 online at 

www.sunshine.co.nz
See pages 30–31 for  
pricing and ordering information

A structured literacy approach to meet the 
needs of all New Zealand children

Series 1 and 2
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Introduction
Sunshine Phonics Decodables Series 1 and 2 teach children phonics skills in a sequential and 
systematic way so that they can learn the sounds (phonemes) and the letters that represent them 
(graphemes) and then apply this knowledge by reading enjoyable stories. This ensures that every 
beginning reader experiences success in reading from their very first book! While the process of 
reading is complex, the teaching of it does not need to be.

What are decodable texts?
Decodable texts are designed to support a synthetic phonics method of teaching reading. In 
synthetic phonics, phonemes and graphemes are taught explicitly and systematically. In decodable 
books, the text is controlled by and limited to the phonemes and graphemes that have been taught 
to that point. For example, to read the books in Set 1 of our programme, children only need to 
know the sounds for s  a  t  p  i  n  m  d. Only words using these sounds are used in the text so 
children can practise their phonic knowledge by reading books containing only words that they 
can decode. The exception to this is the use of some high-frequency words that are not decodable 
but are necessary for all stories. These words are referred to as common exception words or tricky 
words because they include a letter or combination of letters that represents a sound pattern 
children have not yet been taught. Some examples of these words early in the programme are: the, 
he, no, is, to.

The vocabulary used in the first set of books based on a non-decodable approach is not 
controlled in this way. All 44 sounds of English and the letters that represent them can be used to a 
large extent. For example, the word sky could be used. Sky is a simple word in that it is only three 
letters, but it is not easily decodable unless you know that the letter y also makes the long i sound. 
Beginning readers may need to look for a picture clue, or to predict what the word may be from 
the context of the sentence or from the letters at the start of the word (or all of those). This is a 
challenge that not all children may be up to in the early stages of reading.

All words are decodable if the 
child knows the sounds for  
s  a  t  p  i  n  m  d

Example of a Level 1 Decodable Text
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Decodable Texts Non-decodable Texts

High-frequency words High-frequency words

Tricky high-frequency words Tricky high-frequency words

Careful introduction and reinforcement of 
high-frequency words

Careful introduction and reinforcement of high-
frequency words

Illustrations matching the text Illustrations matching the text

New vocabulary introduced New vocabulary introduced

Enjoyable and sensical story line Enjoyable and sensical story line

Placement of line-breaks is important Placement of line-breaks is important

Simple sentence structures Simple sentence structures

Decodable vocabulary only Wider vocabulary used, not restricted to 
decodable only

Comparisons between decodable and non-decodable  
beginning texts

There are more similarities than differences between decodable and non-decodable texts. The 
vocabulary control is the main difference. It is important to remember that all texts for beginning 
readers (whether decodable or not) have controlled vocabulary. You wouldn’t see the word psyche 
in any beginning reader text! Why? Because a young child would not have an understanding of 
the meaning of this word and it is a difficult word to decode with several challenges such as the 
silent p, y as long /i/ sound, ch as /k/ sound and e as long /e/ sound. So both types of texts have 
vocabulary control, but it is the type of vocabulary control that differentiates decodable texts.

With decodable texts, children may still look to the picture for a clue and can still consider  
the context. The key difference is that they do not need to rely on these other strategies as they 
have the tools to sound out every part of the words in front of them. 

Example of a Level 1 Non-decodable Text

y grapheme as long /i/ sound

Vowel digraph as short /oo/ 
sound

a_e grapheme as long 
/a/ soundAdjacent consonants /sk/

oar grapheme as /or/ sound
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Good decodable texts still carry a story. They still require pre-reading discussion and 
predicting. They still introduce new vocabulary. They still have a good picture-to-text match and 
they still require comprehension. What they don’t rely on so much is the need for children to make 
guesses at unknown words because every word is decodable based on the phonemes that they 
have learnt to that point. As a result, there should also be less reliance on picture clues or the 
need for the text to be repetitive in structure.

Teaching a new phoneme/grapheme
Before reading the books in each set, children need to be taught the graphemes and phonemes they 
will meet. Once they know some sounds they will be able to start learning to sound them out and 
blend them to read words. Before starting the first set of books children need to know the sounds for 
s  a  t  p  i  n  m  d and should be able to start blending some CVC words using these sounds. 

Children working through the Sunshine Phonics Decodables programme learn 23 phonemes 
(sounds) and the common graphemes (letter/s) that represent them in Sets 1–3 (of both Series). In 
Sets 4–5 (of both Series), children learn further phonemes. They also learn consonant and vowel 
digraphs (two letters, one sound) and trigraphs (three letters, one sound). Series 1, Sets 4–5 and 
Series 2, Sets 6–7 teach adjacent consonants with short and long vowels. Finally, in Series 1, Sets 6–7 
and Series 2, Sets 8–11, children learn alternative graphemes for the phonemes they already know 
(plus one last phoneme, the /zh/ sound as in television).

How do you teach a new phoneme/grapheme?
Review previous learning 

Re-visit the new phoneme/s and grapheme/s children learnt in the previous book/s from the 
current set, saying the sound when you hold up a flashcard or write it up.

Explain the learning intention for this lesson 

Tell children that in this lesson they will be learning a new sound and the letter or letters that 
represent it. Or they may be learning alternative graphemes (letters) for phonemes they already 
know. This means learning a new spelling for a known sound, e.g. that /f/ can now be spelt ph. 

Say the sound

Say the sound, e.g. /sh/, and ask children to repeat the sound after you. Say it several times. Say 
some words that start with the phoneme, e.g. ship, shiver. Have children repeat these words after 
you. If the sound appears in the middle of or at the end of words, say some of these words too 
with children repeating them after you, e.g. fish, dishes, rushed.

Show the focus grapheme/s (letter/s) 

Use a picture/letter card with the focus grapheme, e.g. sh, and a matching illustration, e.g. a shell. 
Point to the grapheme and say the sound /sh/. Then point to the illustration and say the word 
shell. Ask children to do this with you as you point to the grapheme and then the illustration and 
repeat this several times. Use the same technique when teaching an alternative grapheme for a 
known phoneme (e.g. teaching ph as an alternative spelling for /f/).

Write the new grapheme 

Write the grapheme showing children where to start each letter and verbalising the actions to 
complete the letter formation. Repeat, getting children to copy you, writing in the air. They then 
practise writing the new grapheme on small whiteboards or on paper.
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Blend to read words 

Practise sounding out and blending words that feature the focus sound/grapheme. Use word 
cards with sound buttons under each sound or write the words on a whiteboard with a dot under 
each sound and a dash under two or more letters that make the sound (digraphs and trigraphs). 
Model how to point to each sound as you say it. Then run your finger under all the sounds as 
you blend them to read the word. Encourage children to do this with you and then they can 
practise on their own or with a partner, either using word cards or writing these words themselves. 
Teachers may find the Word Banks in the Teachers’ Books for each set of sounds helpful. 

Teaching tricky words 
What is a “common exception word” or “tricky word”? 

This is any word that has a sound or letter-sound correspondence in it that children have not 
been taught at that point. These words cannot be sounded out with the existing letter-sound 
correspondence knowledge that children have. What is a tricky word at one point will become not 
tricky once the relevant phonemes and their varying graphemes are taught. Some words remain 
tricky throughout the programme.

In a decodables programme, the first tricky words introduced are usually from the first 100 
high-frequency words list. Some words from this list are decodable, e.g. at, in, but many are not. 
Being high-frequency words, children are very likely to meet them in the books they read and so 
will need to know them.

Let’s look at an example. The word was is usually introduced very early in beginning reading 
texts because it is a high-frequency word that, as its name suggests, appears a lot in English texts. 
It is one of the glue words that helps to bind a sentence and story together. It is just a small word 
of only three letters, but from a decoding point of view, it offers challenges that make it tricky at 
the early stages of reading. 

One of the grapheme-phoneme correspondences in the word was is not taught to children 
until Set 10 of our programme. This is the grapheme a, which in this word makes the phoneme /o/. 
Once this grapheme-phoneme correspondence is taught, then the word is no longer tricky. 

How do you teach a tricky word?

Traditionally, tricky words have been taught to children as a whole “by sight”, using flashcards 
and repetition. The reality is that most tricky words only have tricky parts – children will be able 
to read the rest of the word. This means that these words can be analysed and decoded with 
children to better help them understand and remember them. 

So let’s say the word being introduced is out. Before Set 9, children have not yet learnt that the 
phoneme /ow/ can also be written with the grapheme ou. They do, however, know the common 
sound for /t/. So the tricky part of this word is the first sound represented by the grapheme ou. 
For this word, start by reading the word to children and getting them to repeat it. Then read the 
word phoneme by phoneme (sound buttons and dashes under the two or more letters making a 
single sound can help), pointing to the letters as you say the sounds. Then point to the parts of 
the word that children know and ask them to give you the sounds. Lastly, point out the tricky part 
and tell them the sound this letter or letters make. This way, children can draw on and apply the 
phonic knowledge that they have while also learning about the tricky part of the word so that they 
can read it. Re-visit the words you are teaching often and remind children that the words are tricky 
before they attempt to read them.
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Series 1 Tricky Words

SET 1

I, is, the

SET 2

go, A, to, no, of, a, has, his, into

SET 3

too, she, he, be, for, her

SET 4

me, we, as, are, all, was, out, you, they, have, my

SET 5

so, oh, one, do, said, your, there

SET 6

like, some, come, here, when, called, were, what, people, asked, could, put

SET 7

Mr, Mrs, their

Series 2 Tricky Words

SET 1

and, I, is, the

SET 2

go, has, his, into, no, of, to

SET 3

for, he, her, she, too

SET 4

me, are, they, you, we, all, was, have, out, oh, my, be

SET 5

so, do, there, your, old, by

SET 6

here, like, some, come, put, pull, full, were, little, says, when, what, today, said, one
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Getting Started
1. Review the Phonics Overview to understand the order in which phonemes and graphemes are 

introduced in the programme.

2. Review the Scope and Sequence charts to get a more detailed overview of the skills introduced 
at each stage of the programme.

3. If children are not starting the programme at the beginning, then choose a Set and assess 
them using Assessment 1 for that set as a pre-test. This will help you to place children at the 
correct stage of the programme and to form small teaching groups based on individual needs. 
If children have been working through the programme sequentially, pre-testing may not be 
necessary for placement purposes. If there is not 95% mastery at pre-test level, then there 
are gaps in the child’s phonics knowledge which need to be addressed. Use the pre-test for 
the previous set(s) until you find the set which the child can read at 95% mastery. The child 
will benefit from starting the programme at that point, revising and consolidating known skills 
and learning and mastering the knowledge gaps. As the programme introduces new skills 
sequentially, no step can be skipped. 

4. Start with the first book in the set you are using and teach the new phoneme/s and grapheme/s. 
Provide explicit teaching using the teaching notes for that book and use the follow up Activity 
Sheets to reinforce new learning.

5. As children learn new sounds, encourage them to blend the sounds to read words. There are 
Word Banks in the Teachers’ Books that provide a list of words to blend for each set of books.

6. Teach new Tricky Words as they come up in the books. See page 5 for ideas.

7. Once a set of books has been read, children could be assessed using Assessment 2 for that set 
or this could be left until a later stage.

8. Now you are ready to start teaching the next set of new phonemes and graphemes starting with 
the first book of that set.

SET 7

our, love, push

SET 8

call, could, people, should, their, would

SET 9

again, any, ask, friend, many, school, thought, through, two, want, water, 
where, who, whole, work

SET 10

because, laugh, once, watch

SET 11

busy, eye, hour, improve, move, Mr, Mrs, parents, pretty, tomorrow
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s    a    t    p    i    n    m    d

SET 1  10 BOOKS

g    o    b    h    e     r    f     u    l

SET 2  10 BOOKS

c    k    ck    j    v     w    qu    x    y    z    zz    ff    ll    ss

SET 3  10 BOOKS

th/th    ch    ng    sh    ai    ee    igh    oa    oo/oo

SET 4  10 BOOKS

ar    or    ur    ow    oi    ear    air    ure    -er

SET 5  10 BOOKS

Phonemes f  w ai ee igh oa oo or ur ow oi
Graphemes ph

wh
ay
a-e
eigh
ey
ei
a

ea
e-e
ie
y
ey
e

y
ie
i-e
i

ow
o-e
oe
o

ew
ue
u-e
u
oul

aw
au
a
al
our

ir
er
ear

ou oy

SET 6  10 BOOKS

Phonemes ear air j, s c u, 
e, r

ar, o, 
m

n, i l, v, z sh, ch zh 

Graphemes ere
eer

are
ear

g
dge
c
sc

k
ck
qu
x
ch

o
ea
wr

a
(w)a
mb

kn
gn
y

le
ve
se

ch
ti(on)
ssi(on)
si(on), s(ure)
ci(on, ous, al)
tch

si(on)

SET 7  10 BOOKS

Sunshine Phonics Decodable Books  

Series 1 Overview

© Wendy Pye Publishing Ltd
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Sam Dan Nat Meg

Pam

Gus

Tim

Fizz

Asher

Meet the characters
While the Sunshine Phonics books are decodable texts, they are also real stories! The stories in 
Series 1 Sets 1–5 and Series 2 Sets 1–7 follow the adventures of Sam, Dan and Nat, their family, 
their pets and friends. Young children can relate to the fun storylines and always enjoy the 
humorous endings. 
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Mum Dad Pop Nan

Sid

Mack
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SERIES 1 SETS 1–3       ISBN PRICE QTY TOTAL

Series 1 Set 1  1 x 10 titles 978-1-99-002115-2 $65

Series 1 Set 2  1 x 10 titles 978-1-99-002116-9 $65

Series 1 Set 3  1 x 10 titles 978-1-99-002117-6 $65
Series 1 Single Pack Sets 1–3   
1 x 30 titles

978-1-99-002113-8 $180

Series 1 Multipack Sets 1–3   
5 x 30 titles

978-1-99-002114-5
$780

SAVE 20%

Teachers’ Book Series 1 Sets 1–3 978-1-99-002150-3 $65

SERIES 1 SETS 4–7     

Series 1 Set 4  1 x 10 titles 978-1-99-003022-2 $75

Series 1 Set 5  1 x 10 titles 978-1-99-003023-9 $75

Series 1 Set 6  1 x 10 titles 978-1-99-003016-1 $75

Series 1 Set 7  1 x 10 titles 978-1-99-003017-8 $75
Series 1 Single Pack Sets 4–7   
1 x 40 titles

978-1-99-003020-8 $280

Series 1 Multipack Sets 4–7 
5 x 40 titles

978-1-99-003021-5
$1200

SAVE 20%

Teachers’ Book Series 1 Sets 4–7 978-1-99-002151-0 $65

SERIES 2 SETS 1–3

Series 2 Set 1  1 x 10 titles 978-1-99-102034-5 $65

Series 2 Set 2 1 x 10 titles 978-1-99-102045-1 $65

Series 2 Set 3 1 x 10 titles 978-1-99-102056-7 $65

Series 2 Single Pack Sets 1–3   
1 x 30 titles

978-1-99-102057-4 $180

Series 2 Multipack Sets 1–3 
5 x 30 titles

978-1-99-102058-1
$780

SAVE 20%

Teachers’ Book Series 2 Sets 1–3 978-1-99-102059-8 $65

SUNSHINE PHONICS DECODABLE BOOKS
ORDER FORM

Wendy Pye Publishing Ltd Private Bag 17-905 Greenlane, Auckland 1546 
Phone: 09 525 3575   Email: sales@sunshine.co.nz
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SERIES 2 SETS 4–7

Series 2 Set 4  1 x 10 titles 978-1-99-110630-8 $75

Series 2 Set 5  1 x 10 titles 978-1-99-110641-4 $75

Series 2 Set 6  1 x 10 titles 978-1-99-110653-7 $75

Series 2 Set 7  1 x 10 titles 978-1-99-110664-3 $75

Series 2 Single Pack Sets 4–7   
1 x 40 titles

978-1-99-110667-4 $280

Series 2 Multipack Sets 4–7 
5 x 40 titles

978-1-99-110668-1
$1200

SAVE 20%

Teachers’ Book Series 2 Sets 4–7 978-1-99-110666-7 $65

SERIES 2 SETS 8–11

Series 2 Set 8  1 x 10 titles 978-1-99-104409-9 $85

Series 2 Set 9  1 x 10 titles 978-1-99-104410-5 $85

Series 2 Set 10  1 x 10 titles 978-1-99-104411-2 $85

Series 2 Set 11  1 x 10 titles 978-1-99-104412-9 $85

Series 2 Single Pack Sets 8–11   
1 x 40 titles

978-1-99-104413-6 $315

Series 2 Multipack Sets 8–11 
5 x 40 titles

978-1-99-104414-3
$1360

SAVE 20%

Teachers’ Book Series 2 Sets 8–11 978-1-99-104415-0 $65

Freight $12.50

Total $

School: ___________________________________________________________________________________

Name: ___________________________________________________________________________________

Position: _________________________________________________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________ Postcode: _____________________

Phone: (required) _____________________________________ Order Number:_____________________

Email: ___________________________________________________________________________________

SCAN AND EMAIL YOUR ORDER TO sales@sunshine.co.nz  
OR ORDER ONLINE AT www.sunshine.co.nz  

Wendy Pye Publishing Ltd Private Bag 17-905 Greenlane, Auckland 1546 
Phone: 09 525 3575   Email: sales@sunshine.co.nz



At the end of each book, teachers will find a 
summary of teaching points applicable to the 
level of the book. This may include:

• focus/review phonemes/graphemes
• words to blend
• vocabulary check
• pre-reading and after reading discussion
• comprehension
• fluency

Inside Front Cover 
The inside front cover of each book provides 
the Before Reading focus for the children. Here 
they will review the sounds they have learnt and 
practise blending those sounds to make the 
words that they will meet in the story. Tricky 
Words are also reviewed.
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In addition to the summary of teaching points provided in each book, we also 
offer five comprehensive Teachers’ Books. Each Teachers’ Book includes: 
• Phonics Overview for the 

appropriate series

• Scope and Sequence 

• Explicit Small Group 
Teaching Notes 

• Photocopiable Activity Pages 
for every book 

• Word Banks 

• Assessments

Se
rie

s 1
Se

rie
s 2

Teaching Support

Sets 1–3

Sets 1–3

Sets 4–7

Sets 4–7 Sets 8–11

Example of a Set 2 book Example of a Set 8 book


