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Introduction to  
Sunshine Phonics
Sunshine Phonics incorporates all elements needed to implement a dynamic, structured and 
cumulative literacy programme to teach children to read, write and spell in the first three years of 
school. Our resources are practical, affordable and aimed at making learning fun and engaging for 
all students.

The programme for Years 0–3 includes:

•	 180 decodable books 

•	 Print and digital texts  

•	 Fiction and non-fiction titles

•	 Easy to follow Scope and Sequence 

•	 Teachers’ Books

•	 Sound Cards and Word Cards

•	 Free Assessment Kit and many other free resources

PLUS for older readers:

•	 50 books in our Reading Road series for review and consolidation of skills 

•	 36 fiction chapter books in our Next Steps Decodables series for confident readers

Note: the Sunshine Online Decodable Library is our Australian 
version with Australian illustration and voice over.

New! Sunshine Online Decodable Library
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Sunshine Online Decodable Library
The Sunshine Online Decodable Library is a new digital programme that combines  
our two printed series of books for Years 0–3.  

The Decodable Library supports a systematic, sequential, structured approach to teaching reading, 
writing and spelling. 

Books in the library are unlocked in 
systematic order OR the teacher can 
assign particular books to students.

Before reading a book, students do a Listen 
and Say activity to practise saying sounds 
and words they will meet in the book. 

Students read the text independently or they can 
listen to the text being read. 
Students then record themselves reading the text. 
They can review the recording, and repeat it as 
often as they wish to develop fluency.

Video User Guides 
For detailed how-to information, watch our 
Video User Guides – scan the QR code or 
go to sunshineonline.co.nz/guides  

To learn more about the Decodable Library go to 
sunshineonline.co.nz
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The Sunshine Phonics Decodables print programme is comprised of Series 1 and 
Series 2 – both with their own sets of decodable books and Teachers’ Books. The 
Scope and Sequence for each series details the logical, cumulative sequence for 
teaching phonic skills, starting with simple code and moving through to complex and 
extended code. Cognitive load is reduced by introducing one grapheme-phoneme 
correspondence at a time when introducing complex code.

Scope and Sequence – Series 1

SERIES 1

SET 1 PHONEMES    10 BOOKS s   a   t   p   i   n   m   d

SET 2 PHONEMES    10 BOOKS g   o   b   h   e   r   f   u   l

SET 3 PHONEMES    10 BOOKS c   k   ck   j    v   w  qu   x   y   z   zz   ff   ll   ss

SET 4    10 BOOKS

PHONEMES th/th ch ng sh ai ee igh oa oo oo

SET 5    10 BOOKS

PHONEMES ar or ur ow oi ear air ure -er review

SET 6    10 BOOKS

PHONEMES f  w ai ee igh oa oo or ur ow oi

GRAPHEMES ph ay ea y ow ew aw ir ou oy

wh a-e e-e ie o-e ue au er

eigh ie i-e oe u-e a ear

ey y i o u al

ei ey oul our

a e

SI
M

PL
E 

C
O

D
E

SET 7    10 BOOKS

PHONEMES ear air j, s c u, e, r ar, o, 
m

n, i l, v, z sh, ch zh 

GRAPHEMES ere are g k o a al kn le ch si(on)
eer ear dge ck ea (w)a gn ve ti(on)

c qu wr mb y se ssi(on)

sc x si(on), s(ure)

ch ci(on, ous, al)

tch

C
O

M
PL

E
X

 C
O

D
E

E
X

TE
N

D
ED

 C
O

D
E
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Series 1 and Series 2 are parallel programmes that teach virtually identical grapheme-
phoneme correspondences. They are designed to be used simultaneously, but each series 
can also be used independently. Series 1 comprises 70 books and Series 2 comprises 110 
books. Sets 1 to 5 in both series introduce simple and complex code identically. In Series 2 
we have added 20 consolidation books (Sets 6 and 7, focusing on adjacent consonants) and 
an additional 20 books to the teaching of extended code.

SET 1 PHONEMES    10 BOOKS s   a   t   p   i   n   m   d

SET 2 PHONEMES    10 BOOKS g   o   b   h   e   r   f   u   l

SET 3 PHONEMES    10 BOOKS c   k   ck   j    v   w  qu   x   y   z   zz   ff   ll   ss

SET 4    10 BOOKS
PHONEMES th/th ch ng/nk sh ai ee igh oa oo oo

SET 5    10 BOOKS
PHONEMES ar or ur ow oi ear air ure -er review

SET 6    10 BOOKS
FOCUS Adjacent consonants with short vowels

SET 7    10 BOOKS
FOCUS Adjacent consonants with long vowels

SET 8    10 BOOKS
PHONEMES f   w ai ai ee ee ee igh igh oa oa

GRAPHEMES ph  wh
ay    a-e    
ea

eigh ey 
aigh  a

ea      
e-e

y     ey ie     e
i-e            
ie

y    i ow    o o-e   e

SET 9    10 BOOKS

PHONEMES
oo 
(moon)

oo 
(moon)

oo 
(yoo)

oo 
(look)

or or or ur ow oi

GRAPHEMES
u-e   ue   
ew

ui     ou
ew   ue  
u-e   u

u        
oul

aw  a   
al

au      
oor

our    
ore

ir   or    
ear  er

ou oy

SET 10   10 BOOKS
PHONEMES ear air j s c u e r ar o

GRAPHEMES
ere        
eer

are   
ear   
ere

ge  dge   
g

c  ce   
sc  se  
st

ch o   o-e  
ou

ea wr a        
al

(w)a

SET 11   10 BOOKS
PHONEMES m n i l v z sh ch or zh

GRAPHEMES mb kn   gn y le   al ve se   ze
ch  ti   
ssi  si    
ci

tch
augh  
oar

si   s

SERIES 2

SI
M

PL
E 

C
O

D
E

C
O

M
PL

E
X

 C
O

D
E

E
X

TE
N

D
ED

 C
O

D
E

Scope and Sequence – Series 2
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EXPLICIT TEACHING GUIDELINES

SOUND LEVEL

Each set of the programme starts with explicit teaching 
at sound level - teaching the GPCs so that the students 
learn to automatically recognise and say each of the 
sounds and how to write them.

WORD LEVEL

As knowledge of the sounds is mastered, explicit 
teaching of how to blend and segment those sounds 
to make words to read and spell is given. Focus tricky 
words for the set are also taught.

SENTENCE / TEXT LEVEL

When students are able to successfully blend known 
sounds to make words, they start to read captions and 
sentences and then move to reading connected text 
using the decodable books. These are used in small-
group explicit teaching sessions.

FLUENCY
Students can now apply their phonic knowledge to 
connected text and continue to develop their fluency 
through repeated practice.

Sequence of Learning at Each Stage of the Programme
The Sunshine Phonics Decodables programme teaches phonics explicitly and systematically. Reading, 
spelling and writing of new grapheme-phoneme correspondences (GPCs) are all explicitly taught at 
the same time. See our Week-by-Week Teaching Plan for guidance on pace of teaching.

Explicit Instruction Sequence in Daily Lessons
Each daily lesson includes revision of previous learning, explicit teaching of the new learning and 
opportunity to practise and apply that new learning in reading, spelling and writing. See our sample 
lesson plans on the next page for guidance.

REVISE Revisit and revise previously learned GPCs

TEACH
Explicit instruction and teacher modelling of 
the new GPCs along with segmentation and 
blending of words

PRACTISE
Guided practice in reading and spelling with the 
new GPCs

APPLY
Independent practice of reading and writing 
using new GPCs

ASSESS
Formative assessment to inform teaching to 
meet student learning needs
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Year 0/1 – Sample Lesson Plan
Programme support documents
Scope and Sequence – details the order in which grapheme-phoneme correspondences (GPCs) are taught 

(free download, or see pages 4–5 of this Booklet)

Week-by-Week Teaching Plan – guidance on pace of teaching (free download, or see pages 9–11 of this Booklet) 

Book-by-Book Teaching Points (free download, see pages 22–39 of this Booklet)  

Classroom resources necessary for Year 0/1 teaching
Series 1, Sets 1-4 of Sunshine Phonics Decodables print programme 

Series 2, Sets 1-4 of Sunshine Phonics Decodables print programme 

Teachers’ Books – containing guidance for small-group book reading lessons

Sunshine Online Decodable Library (free to NZ schools)

Sound Cards – to show grapheme-phoneme correspondences

Word Cards – for blending, reading and spelling practice

Sounds Chart – wall poster showing phonemes and graphemes (free download)

Desk Cards (free download)

Elkonin Boxes and Letter Tiles (free download)

Tricky Words Posters (free download)

Activity Sheets for each book (free download)

Assessment Kit (free download)

Other useful free resources (available from sunshine.co.nz)
Worksheets (Sets 1-3)

Home Reading Cards (Set 1)

Caption Cards (Sets 1-3)

Sentence Cards (Sets 1-4)

Speed Reading Word Cards (Sets 1-3)

Silly Quiz (Set 3)

Bingo Cards (Sets 1-3)

Word Card games

Character tearsheet

Before you start
•	 Review the Scope and Sequence to understand the order in which grapheme-phoneme correspondences 

(GPCs) are taught in the Sunshine Phonics Decodables programme.

•	 Check the Week-by-Week Teaching Plan to see what will be taught by you (and read by students) this 

week.

•	 Use the Sunshine Sounds Chart for students’ reference.

SAMPLE LESSON PLANS (Yrs 0-3)
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•	 Use the Assessment Kit screening test to assess what knowledge students already have. 

•	 Books cannot be read until students have been taught the GPCs they will meet in those books. For 

example, before reading any Set 1 books, students need to know the phonemes (sounds) and graphemes 

(written form) for s  a  t  p  i  n  m  d. Once they know these GPCs they will be able to sound them out 

and blend them to read CVC and VC words (e.g. sat, at, pin). 

Teaching a new sound
•	 Review any previous learning. Use the Sound Cards to re-visit GPCs already taught, with students saying 

the sound when you hold a card up.

•	 Explain the learning intention for this lesson. Tell students that they will be learning a new sound.

•	 Say the new phoneme (sound). When you say the sound, ensure you say the pure sound by not adding 

uh, e.g. /mmm/ not /muh/. The sound for m can be elongated for emphasis /mmmm/. If the sound cannot 

be elongated, then repeat it several times, e.g. /b/  /b/  /b/.

•	 When teaching a new sound remember that some sounds can be elongated easily retaining the pure 

sound while others need to be kept short. 

•	 Sounds that can be elongated are: 

/n/  /s/  /m/  /l/  /f/  /r/  /v/  /z/      
•	 Sounds that need to be kept short are: 

 

/a/  /p/  /t/  /i/  /d/  /g/  /o/  /b/  /h/  /e/   

/u/  /c/  /k/  /ck/  /j/  /qu/  /w/  /x/  /y/

•	 Ask students to repeat the sound. 

•	 Say some words that start with the phoneme, e.g. man, mum, me, monkey, mud. Have students repeat 

these words after you. Say students’ names that start with the same phoneme. Ask students to repeat 

them after you. 

•	 Show the appropriate Sound Card, with the focus GPC and matching illustration. Point to the grapheme 

and say the sound /mmmm/. Then point to the illustration and say the word on the card. Ask students 

to do this with you as you point to the grapheme and then the illustration and repeat this several times.

•	 Write the grapheme showing students where to start and verbalising the actions to complete the letter 

formation, e.g. for m, “Start at the top and go straight down, then up and around and up and around 

again”. Repeat, having students copy you, writing in the air. Students then practise writing the new 

grapheme on small whiteboards or on paper.

Blending to read words
•	 Once students have learnt enough GPCs to start sounding out and blending VC and CVC words, then 

practise doing so. 

•	 Use ‘phoneme fingers’ to identify the separate sounds in words.

•	 Use Elkonin boxes to identify the separate sounds in words and then blend these together.

•	 Use Word Cards with sound buttons under each sound or write the words on a whiteboard with a dot 

under each sound. Model how to point to each grapheme (letter) as you say them. Then run your finger 

under all the letters as you blend the sounds to read the word. Encourage students to do this with you 

and then they can practise on their own or with a partner, either using Word Cards or writing these words 

themselves. 
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•	 Decode words from previous lessons.

•	 Use Speed Reading Word Cards for practice.

Preparing to read a book
•	 Teach Tricky Words for the set. Display the Tricky Words Poster on the wall for reference. 

•	 Most tricky words only have tricky parts and other parts that students know. This means that parts of 

these words can be analysed and decoded with students to better help them understand and remember 

them. If the tricky word is ‘go’ and students know the common sound for g as in get and o as in got, 

then the only tricky part is the o which in this case represents the long /o/ sound. For this word, start by 

reading the word to students and getting them to repeat it. Then read the word phoneme by phoneme 

(sound buttons can help), pointing to the letters as you say the sounds. Point to the parts of the word that 

students know and ask them to give you the sounds. Lastly, point out the tricky part and tell students the 

sound this letter or letters make. This way, students can draw on and apply the phonic knowledge that 

they have while also learning about the tricky part of the word so that they can read it. Revisit the words 

you are teaching often and remind students that the words are tricky before they attempt to read them.

•	 Once students have learned all the sounds s a t p i n m d they can begin reading Set 1 books (this will be 

in approx week 8). Introduce the characters of the books and their names using the character tearsheet. 

•	 Begin teaching the sounds from Set 2 (g o b h e r f u l), while students read Set 1 books.  

•	 Before teaching Set 4, teach the blending of adjacent consonants in CCVC and CVCC words.   

•	 From Set 4, one new GPC is introduced at a time – therefore the matching books can be read as soon as 

the one new GPC has been taught.

Guidance for small-group reading lessons
•	 Discuss the title and front cover.

•	 Predict what the story is about and any connections to self. Briefly walk through the pictures.

•	 Focus on the inside front cover. Say the phonemes and blend the words. Read the tricky words.

•	 If students are struggling on a word, help them to blend it with their fingers. If they are not able to blend 

the word then they are not yet ready to read the book. They need more practice blending words using 

the letter sounds until they are confident.

•	 Explain unfamiliar words in the book (a vocab word is given at the back of each book and in the Teachers’ 

Book).

•	 Have students read the book aloud. When students have finished reading a page then look at the picture 

and discuss.

•	 Ask the comprehension questions in the back of the book or in the Teachers’ Book.

•	 Ask students to retell the story in their own words. If time does not permit this, ask them to do it at home.

•	 Reread the book, focusing on fluency.

•	 Model completing the Activity Sheet and send students to complete independently.

•	 Assign digital texts in the Sunshine Online Decodable Library for home reading.
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Writing/Encoding
•	 Reading and writing go hand in hand. Reading is decoding the letter-sound relationship to pronounce 

written words (text to speech). Writing is encoding sounds heard to spell words by writing a symbol to 

represent the sound (speech to text). 

•	 Along with the phoneme, model the shape of the letter that represents that sound. Have students copy 

it in the air. Model it again and have students copy it onto small whiteboards or paper (with help if 

necessary).  

•	 Repeat until the students can write the letter on their own. Repeat for each phoneme as they are learnt.

•	 When enough letters are known, and students have learned how to blend the sounds of the letters, CVC 

and VC words can be dictated and written. (These must be words they know from the books, e.g. Dan, 

sat, mat, sip, at.) 

•	 Progress to dictating captions (e.g. ‘at the tap’) and then sentences (e.g. ‘I sip at the tap.’) from the set 

they are working on. (Use free resources - Caption Cards and Sentence Cards.)

•	 It is important to stick with dictated words, captions and then dictated sentences until students have 

completely grasped the understanding of blending words, then they can start blending their own words 

successfully. It may seem slow in the beginning but these are the foundation blocks and once they 

understand the process, their writing develops quickly.

•	 It may take up to 10 weeks of writing dictated stories before students can write a simple recount.

Independent work
•	 Worksheets

•	 Bingo

•	 Speed Reading Word Cards

•	 Sentence Cards

•	 Caption Cards

•	 Word Cards and Word Card games

•	 Home Reading Cards

•	 Send Desk Cards home with students

Year 2 – Sample Lesson Plan
Programme support documents
Scope and Sequence – details the order in which grapheme-phoneme correspondences (GPCs) are taught 

(free download, or see pages 4–5 of this Booklet)

Week-by-Week Teaching Plan – guidance on pace of teaching (free download, or see pages 9–11 of this Booklet) 

Book-by-Book Teaching Points (free download, see pages 22–39 of this Booklet)   

Classroom resources necessary for Year 2 teaching
Series 1, Sets 4-6 of Sunshine Phonics Decodables print programme 

Series 2, Sets 4-8 of Sunshine Phonics Decodables print programme 

Teachers’ Books – containing guidance for small-group book reading lessons

Sunshine Online Decodable Library (free to NZ schools)

Sound Cards – to show grapheme-phoneme correspondences

Word Cards – for blending, reading and spelling practice
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Sounds Chart – wall poster showing phonemes and graphemes (free download)

Spelling Chart – wall poster showing all spellings for phonemes (free download)

Desk Cards (free download)

Elkonin Boxes and Letter Tiles (free download)

Tricky Words Posters (free download)

Activity Sheets for each book (free download)

Assessment Kit (free download)

Other useful free resources (available from sunshine.co.nz)
Sentence Cards (Sets 1-4)

Bingo Cards (Sets 1-5)

Word Card games

Before you start
•	 Review the Scope and Sequence to understand the order in which grapheme-phoneme correspondences 

(GPCs) are taught in the Sunshine Phonics Decodables programme.

•	 Check the Week-by-Week Teaching Plan to see what will be taught by you (and read by students) this 

week.

•	 Use the Sunshine Sounds Chart and Spelling Chart for students’ reference.

•	 Note, before reading a book, students need to be taught the GPCs they will meet in that book. For 

example, before reading the first two books in Set 5, students must have been taught /ar/.

Teaching a new sound
•	 Review previous learning. Use the Sound Cards to re-visit GPCs already taught, with students saying the 

sound when you show the card.

•	 Explain the learning intention for this lesson. Tell students that they will be learning a new GPC.

•	 Explain that a digraph is two letters that make one sound, e.g. /ch/.

•	 Say the new phoneme (sound).

•	 Ask students to repeat the sound. Say some words that contain the sound, e.g. chip, chicken, much, chat. 

Have students repeat these words after you. 

•	 Show the appropriate Sound Card, with the focus digraph and matching illustration. Point to the digraph 

and say the sound. Then point to the illustration and say the word on the card. Ask students to do this 

with you as you point to the digraph and then the illustration and repeat this several times.

•	 Write the grapheme showing students where to start and verbalising the actions to complete the letter 

formation. Repeat, having students copy you, writing in the air. Students then practise writing the new 

digraph on small whiteboards or on paper.

•	 Once Sets 4 and 5 have been taught, students review and practise adjacent consonants (consonant 

clusters) with short and long vowel sounds (Series 2, Sets 6 and 7). These sounds are not new to them but 

the books provide consolidation of blending consonant clusters.
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Blending to read words
•	 Sound out and blend new words using new sounds (you can use the Word Cards/Word Banks for ideas). 

•	 Use ‘phoneme fingers’ to identify the separate sounds in words.

•	 Use Elkonin boxes to identify the separate sounds in words and then blend these together.

•	 Use a Word Card with sound buttons under each sound. Model how to point to each sound as you say 

them. Then run your finger under all the letters as you blend the sounds to read the word. Encourage 

students to do this with you, then they can practise on their own or with a partner, using Word Cards, the 

Elkonin boxes or writing these words themselves. 

•	 Decode words from previous lessons.

Teaching a new spelling
•	 After reading Series 2, Sets 6 and 7, students move on to learning alternative spellings for sounds they 

already know.

•	 Explain the learning intention for this lesson. Tell students that they will be learning a new way to spell a 

sound they already know, e.g. that /f/ can be spelt ph. 

•	 Say the sound, e.g. /f/, and ask students to repeat the sound. Say it several times. Say some words that 

start with, or include, the same phoneme spelt with the new spelling (ph), e.g. phone, photo, dolphin, 

graph. Have students repeat these words. 

•	 Show the Sound Card with the new grapheme, e.g. ph, and the matching illustration (dolphin). Point to 

the grapheme and say the sound /f/. Then point to the illustration and say the word dolphin. Ask students 

to do this with you as you point to the grapheme and then the illustration and repeat this several times.

•	 Write the new grapheme showing students (if necessary) where to start each letter and verbalising the 

actions to complete the letter formation. Repeat, having students copy you, writing in the air. They then 

practise writing the new grapheme on small whiteboards or on paper.

•	 Practise sounding out and blending words that feature the focus GPC. Use the Word Cards with buttons 

under each sound. Model how to point to each sound as you say it. Then run your finger under all the 

letters as you blend the sounds to read the word. Encourage students to do this with you, then they can 

practise on their own or with a partner, either using Word Cards or writing these words themselves. 

•	 There are Word Banks for each set of spellings in the Teachers’ Books.

Preparing to read a book
•	 Teach Tricky Words for the set. Display the Tricky Words Poster on the wall for reference. 

•	 Once students have learned a new digraph/alternative spelling, they can read the matching books. 

•	 Students can reread books from the previous Set and earlier in the Set as they are reading books with new 

digraphs/alternative spellings.

Guidance for small-group reading lessons
•	 Discuss the title and front cover.

•	 Predict what the story is about and any connections to self. Walk briefly through the pictures.

•	 Focus on the inside front cover. Sound out the phonemes and blend the focus words. Read the tricky 

words.

•	 Explain unfamiliar words in the book (a vocab word is given at the back of each book and in the Teachers’ 

Book).
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•	 Have students read the book aloud. When students have finished reading a page then look at the picture 

and discuss.

•	 Ask the comprehension questions in the back of the book or in the Teachers’ Book.

•	 Ask students to retell the story in their own words. If time does not permit this, ask them to do it at home.

•	 Reread the book, focusing on fluency.

•	 Model completing the Activity Sheet and send students to complete independently.

•	 Assign digital texts in the Sunshine Online Decodable Library for home reading.

Writing/Encoding 
•	 Reading and writing go hand in hand. Reading is decoding the letter-sound relationship to pronounce 

written words (text to speech). Writing is encoding sounds heard to spell words by writing a symbol to 

represent the sound (speech to text). 

•	 Students may know how to form all the letters of the alphabet now (if not, see the procedure for year 1 

for teaching letter formation), and are ready to write words, captions and sentences using the sounds and 

letters they know how to blend.  

•	 Start by dictating words, captions and sentences. When dictating, have students repeat the word, caption 

or sentence after you before writing it. Have them say the words slowly to hear the blended sounds that 

they need to write. Then they read words again as they write them.

•	 Spot checks should be carried out to check letter formation is correct. (A mini lesson can be given if 

needed to correct a letter formation.)

•	 Gradually students will gain confidence and want to make up their own lists of words or write their own 

sentence/s from the story using the graphemes they know.

Independent work 
•	 Bingo

•	 Sentence Cards

•	 Word Cards and Word Card games

•	 Send Desk Cards home with students

Year 3 – Sample Lesson Plan
Programme support documents
Scope and Sequence – details the order in which grapheme-phoneme correspondences (GPCs) are taught 

(free download, or see pages 4–5 of this Booklet)

Week-by-Week Teaching Plan – guidance on pace of teaching (free download, or see pages 9–11 of this Booklet) 

Book-by-Book Teaching Points (free download, see pages 22–39 of this Booklet)   

Classroom resources necessary for Year 3 teaching
Series 1, Sets 6-7 of Sunshine Phonics Decodables print programme 

Series 2, Sets 9-11 of Sunshine Phonics Decodables print programme 

Reading Road (intervention texts)

Next Steps Decodables (bridging chapter books)
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Teachers’ Books – containing guidance for small-group book reading lessons

Sunshine Online Decodable Library (free to NZ schools)

Sound Cards – to show grapheme-phoneme correspondences

Word Cards – for blending, reading and spelling practice

Spelling Chart - wall poster showing all spellings for phonemes (free download)

Desk Cards (free download)

Tricky Words Posters (free download)

Activity Sheets for each book (free download)

Assessment Kit (free download)

Other useful free resources (available from sunshine.co.nz)
Word Card games

Teacher notes and student worksheets for all Reading Road titles

Teacher notes and student worksheets for all Next Steps Decodables titles

Before you start
•	 Review the Scope and Sequence to understand the order in which the alternative graphemes are taught 

in the Sunshine Phonics Decodables programme.

•	 Check the Week-by-Week Teaching Plan to see what will be taught by you (and read by students) this 

week.

•	 Use the Sunshine Spelling Chart for students’ reference.

•	 Before reading a book, students need to be taught the alternative grapheme(s) they will meet in that 

book.

  
Teaching a new spelling
•	 Review previous learning. Use the Sound Cards to re-visit GPCs already taught.

•	 Explain the learning intention for this lesson. Tell students that they will be learning a new way to spell a 

sound they already know, e.g. that /ear/ can be spelt ‘ere’. 

•	 Say the sound, e.g. /ear/, and ask students to repeat the sound. Say it several times. Say some words that 

start with, or include, the same phoneme spelt with the new spelling, e.g. here, sphere. Have students 

repeat these words. 

•	 Show the Sound Card with the new spelling, e.g. ere, and the matching illustration (sphere). Point to the 

grapheme and say the sound /ear/. Then point to the illustration and say the word sphere. Ask students 

to do this with you as you point to the grapheme and then the illustration and repeat this several times.

•	 Write the new grapheme showing students where to start each letter and verbalising the actions to 

complete the letter formation. Repeat, having students copy you, writing in the air. They then practise 

writing the new grapheme on small whiteboards or on paper.

•	 Practise sounding out and blending words that feature the focus GPC. Use the Word Cards with buttons 

under each sound. Model how to point to each sound as you say it. Then run your finger under all the 

sounds as you blend them to read the word. Encourage students to do this with you and then they can 

practise on their own or with a partner, using Word Cards or writing these words themselves. 

•	 There are Word Banks for each set of spellings in the Teachers’ Books which may be helpful.

•	 Decode words from previous lessons.
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Preparing to read a book
•	 Teach Tricky Words for the set. Display the Tricky Words Poster on the wall for reference. 

•	 Once students have learned a new GPC, they can read the matching books. 

•	 Students can reread books from the previous set and earlier in the set as they are reading books with new 

GPCs.

Guidance for small-group reading lessons
•	 Discuss the title and front cover.

•	 Predict what the story is about and any connections to self. Walk briefly through the pictures.

•	 Focus on the inside front cover. Read (or blend) the words and read the tricky words.

•	 Explain unfamiliar words in the book (a vocab word is given at the back of each book and in the Teachers’ 

Book).

•	 Have students read the book aloud. When students have finished reading a page then look at the picture 

and discuss.

•	 Ask the comprehension questions in the back of the book or in the Teachers’ Book.

•	 Ask students to retell the story in their own words. If time does not permit this, ask them to do it at home.

•	 Reread the book, focusing on fluency.

•	 Model completing the Activity Sheet and send students to complete independently.

•	 Assign digital texts in the Sunshine Online Decodable Library for home reading.

•	 When students have completed the core Sunshine Phonics Decodables programme, confident readers 

who have learnt the alphabetic code successfully can read Next Steps Decodables chapter books to help 

them gain confidence in reading longer texts. Students that need more practice, review and consolidation 

can read books in the Reading Road series to build confidence and competence (Reading Road 1 books 

only require knowledge up to Set 5 of the core programme to be able to be read).

Writing/Encoding
•	 Students will know how to form all the letters of the alphabet, and will be learning to write the alternative 

spellings for the sounds they already know. 

•	 Dictation is a good way to introduce writing the new alternative graphemes, starting with words, then 

captions and sentences from the stories containing the focus GPC. 

•	 Once students can write a few dictated sentences at a time, they will be working towards writing recounts 

and original stories using the GPCs they know.

•	 Students can begin to write in other genres (e.g. advert, persuasive, report, email) etc as time progresses. 

Next Steps Decodables chapter books contain a variety of genres for reference.

Independent work 
•	 Word Cards and Word Card games

•	 Send Desk Cards home with students

•	 Reading Road student worksheets

•	 Next Steps Decodables student worksheets
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Series 1 Tricky Words

SET 1 I, is, the

SET 2 go, A, to, no, of, a, has, his, into

SET 3 too, she, he, be, for, her

SET 4 me, we, as, are, all, was, out, you, they, have, my

SET 5 so, oh, one, do, said, your, there

SET 6 like, some, come, here, when, called, were, what, people, asked, could, 
put

SET 7 Mr, Mrs, their

Series 2 Tricky Words

SET 1 and, I, is, the

SET 2 go, has, his, into, no, of, to

SET 3 for, he, her, she, too

SET 4 me, are, they, you, we, all, was, have, out, oh, my, be

SET 5 so, do, there, your, old, by

SET 6 here, like, some, come, put, pull, full, were, little, says, when, what, today, 
said, one

SET 7 our, love, push

SET 8 call, could, people, should, their, would

SET 9 again, any, ask, friend, many, school, thought, through, two, want, 
water, where, who, whole, work

SET 10 because, laugh, once, watch

SET 11 busy, eye, hour, improve, move, Mr, Mrs, parents, pretty, tomorrow

Tricky Words
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Pack 1 – Simple Code	
160 cards    

Pack 2 – Complex Code	
120 cards    

Pack 3 – Consolidation	
120 cards    

Pack 4 – Extended Code A	
200 cards    

Pack 5 – Extended Code B	
200 cards    

Teaching Materials 
Sound Cards
Our double-sided sound cards are perfect for introducing new grapheme-phoneme correspondences 
to children and then for repeated review and practice, leading towards automatic recall. There are four 
packs in total, each pack matches a different stage of the Sunshine Phonics Decodables programme. 

Pack 2 – Complex Code (21 cards)

Pack 4 – Extended Code B (41 cards)

Download our free 
games to play with 
these cards!

Pack 1 – Simple Code (31 cards)

Pack 3 – Extended Code A (47 cards)

Word Cards
These double-sided word cards provide children with valuable practice in 
segmenting and blending sounds to read words. Each card has a decodable word 
on one side, while the other side shows the word with sound buttons and dashes 
to support children in identifying the individual phonemes.  
Perfect for small-group teaching, word speed reading and games.



42

Free Assessment Kit
We have a huge range of free materials to strengthen your classroom practice and support you 
in the implementation of the Sunshine Phonics Decodables programme. 

We recognise that assessment is a key part of tracking children’s 
competence and progress in their reading journey. Assessment can take 
many forms and our free Assessment Kit has a range of tools that can be 
downloaded and used as required – teachers can pick and choose only 
those skills they want to assess, or they can use the whole Kit. These tools 
provide valuable data to inform teaching and show children’s skills and 
knowledge gaps at a particular point in time.

Our Assessment Kit comprises 
the following five parts:

1. Screening Tests 
For easy placement of students 

4. Comprehension Assessment
Understanding of the unseen texts

2. Phonics Assessment 
Understanding of the focus phonemes and graphemes 
and ability to segment and blend to read words

3. Assessment of Reading Accuracy (ARA) 
Using unseen texts to analyse reading accuracy and fluency

5. Encoding Assessment 
Spelling and writing of dictated words and sentences

Download 
here
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Sounds and Spelling Wall Charts
Decorate your classroom with our free posters. Our Sounds Chart covers simple and complex code. The 
Spelling Chart shows GPCs for simple code through to extended code. 

s a t p i n m d

g o b h e r f u l

c k ck j v w qu x y z zz ff ll ss

th th ch ng sh ai ee igh oa oo oo

ar or ur ow oi ear air ure

www.sunshine.co.nz

022596

Wendy Pye Publishing Ltd 
413 Great South Road, Ellerslie, Auckland 1051
Private Bag 17-905, Greenlane, Auckland 1546 

PHONE:09 525 3575
EMAIL: sales@sunshine.co.nz

buzz

© Wendy Pye Publishing Ltd

that

Sounds Chart Sets 1–5

/k/ /w/ /k/ /s/

Sunshine Decodables Series

© Wendy Pye Publishing Ltd

s ss c se ce sc st th 
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th  
(unvoiced)
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d

g
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h

r wr
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c k ck ch
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v ve 12

w wh
qu  
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x  
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y
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ee ea e-e y ey ie e

igh i-e ie y i

oa ow o o-e oe
oo 

(spoon) u-e ue ew ui ou

oo  
(y-oo) u-e ue ew u
oo 

(book) u oul could

ar a al

or aw al our ore au oor augh oar

ur ir er or ear
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ear ere eer

air are ear ere

ure
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large gem

snoozecheese

delicious addition

evening

geckoyellow

pink

flute blue

stewcube

bush

path palm

herd

sphere

square there

socks grass cent mouse fence descend listen

net

moon

gnome

lamb

tent

pen

dog

goat

ball

hat

rabbit write

fan muffin dolphin

log bell bottle medal

cat king duck school

jam bridge

queen

van twelve

window wheel

fox

yo-yo

buzzzip

apple

eggs bread

ink pyramid

orange swan

umbrella monkey love trouble

that thumb

ring

chips watchknee

shoe chef discussion mansion

television

snail crayon cake eight straight acornbreak grey

tree beach baby pixie sheturkey

light bike pie fly pilot

boat rose toe

spoon

statue

blew fruit toucan

unicorn

book

star

corn four astronaut caught surfboardsnore doorjigsaw chalk

turtle bird worm search

owl couch

coins boy

beard deer

bearchair

picture

measure

www.sunshine.co.nzSpelling Chart Sunshine Decodables Series

PHONE: 09 525 3575
EMAIL: sales@sunshine.co.nz

Desk Cards
We have Desk Cards for each stage of the programme covering all phonemes and graphemes. 
Desk Cards are perfect as a reference to support independent learning. They could be taken 
home, too.

Phonemes: s a t p i n m d Phonemes: th ch ng/nk sh ai ee igh oa oo Phonemes: ar or ur ow oi ear air ure er

Speed Reading Word Cards
Speed Reading Word Cards encourage 
students to rehearse and practise 
reading words to acquire automaticity 
and mastery which develops reading 
fluency. They provide opportunities  
for independent and paired word 
reading practice.

Set 1 Speed Reading 
Word Cards

Set 2 Speed Reading 
Word Cards

Set 3 Speed Reading 
Word Cards

And so much more! Visit the 
Free Resources section of 
our website.

Other Free Resources
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Reading Road
The Reading Road series supports older primary school students to 
practise and consolidate their phonics knowledge through reading  
age-appropriate engaging texts. There are 50 titles arranged into five 
packs. They can be used as intervention texts, being high interest  
and low reading level. 

Reading Road titles provide students with reading confidence as they 
discover they can decode and read these longer books. To read Reading 
Road 1 titles, students only need to know simple and complex code. 

Phonics Overview
Reading Road 2
All phonics from Reading Road 1, plus adjacent 
consonants with short and long vowel sounds (follows on 
from Sunshine Phonics Decodables Series 1, Set 5, and 
Series 2, Set 7).

Reading Road 1
Includes simple and complex code (follows on from Sunshine 
Phonics Decodables Series 1 & 2, Set 5): consonants, consonant 
digraphs, vowel digraphs and trigraphs:

s a t p i n m d    g o b h e r f u l    c k ck j v w qu x y z zz ff ll ss
th ch ng nk sh ai ee igh oa oo  ar or ur ow oi ear air ure er

Reading Road 3: Adds 
alternative spellings 

Phoneme Grapheme
f ph
w wh
ai ay  a-e  a
ee ea  e-e  y  e
igh i-e  ie  y  i
oa ow  o  o-e
oo (moon) u-e  ew
oo (yoo) u
or aw  ore  al  a
ur ir  er
ow ou
oi oy

Reading Road 4: Adds 
alternative spellings 

Phoneme Grapheme
ear eer
air are ear
j dge
s se   c
c ch
u o-e o
r wr
e ea
ar a
o a
m mb
n kn gn
ch tch
l le al

Reading Road 5:  Adds 
alternative spellings 

Phoneme Grapheme
ai ea ey eigh
ee ie ey
oa oe
oo (moon) ue ui ou
oo (look) oul u
y-oo ew ue u-e
or oar our oor au
ur or ear
s ce
j g ge
v ve

Some tricky words are  
also included.

FREE TO DOWNLOAD 
Comprehensive Teacher Notes for small groups  

and Student Worksheets are available

Find out more here
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The Next Steps Decodables series consists of 36 fully decodable 
chapter books for students who have completed the Sunshine 
Phonics Decodables programme. These stories will help students 
master the alphabetic code and give them confidence to move on 
to reading authentic texts.

Find out more here

Next Steps Decodables

Phonics Overview
Books in the series contain the grapheme-phoneme correspondences shown in the chart 
below. These spellings are all taught in Sunshine Phonics Decodables.

FREE TO DOWNLOAD 
Teacher Notes and  

Student Worksheets
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TITLE ISBN RRP QTY

SUNSHINE PHONICS DECODABLES

COMPLETE PROGRAMME
COMPLETE SINGLE 
PACK  
1 x 180 titles, 5x Teachers’ 
Books, 1x Sound Cards 
complete set, 1x Word 
Cards complete set

9781991044815 $1,572.50 
$1,735.00

COMPLETE MULTIPACK  
5 x 180 titles, 5x Teachers’ 
Books, 2x Sound Cards 
complete sets, 2x Word 
Cards complete sets

9781991044822 $5,670.00 
$5,995.00

SERIES 1
SERIES 1 SETS 1–3
Series 1 Set 1 Single 
Pack 1 x 10 titles

9781990021152 $65.00

Series 1 Set 2 Single 
Pack 1 x 10 titles

9781990021169 $65.00

Series 1 Set 3 Single 
Pack 1 x 10 titles

9781990021176 $65.00

Series 1 Single Pack 
Sets 1–3 1 x 30 titles

9781990021138 $180.00

Series 1 Multipack Sets 
1–3 5 x 30 titles

9781990021145
$780.00  

SAVE 20%
Series 1 Teachers’ Book 
Sets 1–3

9781990021503 $65.00

SERIES 1 SETS 4–7
Series 1 Set 4 Single 
Pack 1 x 10 titles

9781990030222 $75.00

Series 1 Set 5 Single 
Pack 1 x 10 titles

9781990030239 $75.00

Series 1 Set 6 Single 
Pack 1 x 10 titles

9781990030161 $75.00

Series 1 Set 7 Single 
Pack 1 x 10 titles

9781990030178 $75.00

Series 1 Single Pack 
Sets 4–7 1 x 40 titles

9781990030208 $280.00

Series 1 Multipack Sets 
4–7 5 x 40 titles

9781990030215 $1,200.00  
SAVE 20%

Series 1 Teachers’ Book 
Sets 4–7

9781990021510 $65.00

SERIES 2
SERIES 2 SETS 1–3    
Series 2 Set 1 Single 
Pack 1 x 10 titles

9781991020345 $65.00

Series 2 Set 2 Single 
Pack 1 x 10 titles

9781991020451 $65.00

Series 2 Set 3 Single 
Pack 1 x 10 titles

9781991020567 $65.00

TITLE ISBN RRP QTY

Series 2 Single Pack 
Sets 1–3 1 x 30 titles

9781991020574 $180.00

Series 2 Multipack Sets 
1–3 5 x 30 titles

9781991020581 $780.00  
SAVE 20%

Series 2 Teachers’ Book 
Sets 1–3

9781991020598 $65.00

SERIES 2 SETS 4–7    
Series 2 Set 4 Single 
Pack  1 x 10 titles

9781991106308 $75.00

Series 2 Set 5 Single 
Pack 1 x 10 titles

9781991106414 $75.00

Series 2 Set 6 Single 
Pack 1 x 10 titles

9781991106537 $75.00

Series 2 Set 7 Single 
Pack 1 x 10 titles

9781991106643 $75.00

Series 2 Single Pack 
Sets 4–7 1 x 40 titles

9781991106674 $280.00

Series 2 Multipack Sets 
4–7 5 x 40 titles

9781991106681 $1,200.00  
SAVE 20%

Series 2 Teachers’ Book 
Sets 4–7

9781991106667 $65.00

SERIES 2 SETS 8–11  
Series 2 Set 8 Single 
Pack 1 x 10 titles

9781991044099 $85.00

Series 2 Set 9 Single 
Pack 1 x 10 titles

9781991044105 $85.00

Series 2 Set 10 Single 
Pack 1 x 10 titles

9781991044112 $85.00

Series 2 Set 11 Single 
Pack 1 x 10 titles

9781991044129 $85.00

Series 2 Single Pack 
Sets 8–11 1 x 40 titles

9781991044136 $315.00

Series 2 Multipack  
Sets 8–11 5 x 40 titles

9781991044143 $1,360.00  
SAVE 20%

Series 2 Teachers’ Book 
Sets 8–11

9781991044150 $65.00

SOUND CARDS & WORD CARDS
Sound Cards Pack 1  
(31 cards)

9781991044594 $25.00

Sound Cards Pack 2  
(21 cards)

9781991044600 $25.00

Sound Cards Pack 3  
(47 cards)

9781991044617 $35.00

Sound Cards Pack 4  
(41 cards)

9781991044624 $35.00

Sound Cards Complete 
Pack (Packs 1–4)

9781991044662 $110.00

Word Cards Pack 1  
(160 cards)

9781991044549 $19.00

Price List & Order Form

All prices include GST and are subject to change without notice. Please add a $12.50 shipping charge to your order.
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All prices include GST and are subject to change without notice. Please add a $12.50 shipping charge to your order.

TITLE ISBN RRP QTY

Word Cards Pack 2  
(120 cards)

9781991044556 $15.00

Word Cards Pack 3  
(120 cards)

9781991044563 $15.00

Word Cards Pack 4  
(200 cards)

9781991044570 $20.00

Word Cards Pack 5  
(200 cards)

9781991044587 $20.00

Word Cards Complete 
Pack (Packs 1–5)

9781991044679 $82.00

Complete Sound & Word 
Cards

9781991044723 $175.00
SAVE 15%

READING ROAD        

READING ROAD 1
Dot and Dash 9781991044839 $8.50

Fit to finish 9781991044846 $8.50

One top dog 9781991044853 $8.50

Rock it! 9781991044860 $8.50

The dark thing 9781991044877 $8.50

How to be cool 9781991044884 $8.50

Look at the tails! 9781991044891 $8.50

My farm jobs 9781991044907 $8.50

On your feet 9781991044914 $8.50

Tip that hat 9781991044921 $8.50

Reading Road 1 Single 
Pack (1 x 10 titles)

9781991095039 $85.00

READING ROAD 2
A robber at Pop's 9781991044938 $8.50

Hair! 9781991044945 $8.50

Stick Man 9781991044952 $8.50

Tap dog Ted 9781991044969 $8.50

Ticking-clock quicksand 9781991044976 $8.50

Cool cars 9781991044983 $8.50

Let’s go camping 9781991044990 $8.50

Look out! 9781991095008 $8.50

Sleeping spots 9781991095015 $8.50

Teeth 9781991095022 $8.50

Reading Road 2 Single 
Pack (1 x 10 titles)

9781991095053 $85.00

READING ROAD 3      
Ducks in a row 9781991095657 $8.50

Go, Eve, go! 9781991095664 $8.50

On Fog Hill 9781991095671 $8.50

TITLE ISBN RRP QTY

Out of orbit 9781991095688 $8.50

Pie in the sky 9781991095695 $8.50

Blockbusters! 9781991095701 $8.50

Kick. Fly. Draw. Drum. 9781991095718 $8.50

Landmarks 9781991095725 $8.50

Make it! 9781991095732 $8.50

Odd fish countdown 9781991095749 $8.50

Reading Road 3 Single 
Pack (1 x 10 titles)

9781991095237 $85.00

READING ROAD 4      
A problem called Scamp 9781991095756 $8.50

In the loop 9781991095763 $8.50

Living room beach 9781991095770 $8.50

Spies 9781991095787 $8.50

Zed 9781991095794 $8.50

Eagle eyes 9781991095800 $8.50

Human body fact file 9781991095817 $8.50

Secrets of the sea 9781991095824 $8.50

What's that pong? 
Incredible plants

9781991095831 $8.50

When the Romans ruled 9781991095848 $8.50

Reading Road 4 Single 
Pack (1 x 10 titles)

9781991095244 $85.00

READING ROAD 5      
A shadow in the surf 9781991095855 $8.50

Lost in the woods 9781991095862 $8.50

River's roar 9781991095879 $8.50

The winning edge 9781991095886 $8.50

Wombat Valley 9781991095893 $8.50

Brave battle friends 9781991095909 $8.50

Food flukes 9781991095916 $8.50

Helicopters that help 9781991095923 $8.50

Robots 9781991095930 $8.50

Shipwreck! Shipwreck! 9781991095947 $8.50

Reading Road 5 Single 
Pack (1 x 10 titles)

9781991095251 $85.00

Reading Road 1–5 
Single Pack (1 x 50 
titles)

9781991095978 $425.00

Reading Road 1–5 
Multipack (5 x 50 titles)

9781991095985 $1,700.00
SAVE 20%



School _______________________________________________________________________________

Name ________________________________________________________________________________

Position _______________________________________________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________   Postcode ___________________

Email _________________________________________________________________________________

School Order Number (if required) ______________________________________________________

TITLE ISBN RRP QTY

NEXT STEPS DECODABLES    
Bella and the Fillies 9781991095275 $8.50

Bottle From the Sea 9781991095282 $8.50

Bump, Bounce, Turn 9781991095299 $8.50

Detective Evie 9781991095305 $8.50

Finding the Safe 9781991095312 $8.50

Game On! 9781991095329 $8.50

Grom Comp Day 9781991095336 $8.50

How Pumpkin Got His 
Name

9781991095343 $8.50

Kitty Cat Rescue 9781991095350 $8.50

Lights, Camera, Action 9781991095367 $8.50

Maddy’s Meltdown 9781991095374 $8.50

Mr Gruffy 9781991095398 $8.50

Never Too Late 9781991095404 $8.50

Pumpkin’s Brand New 
Jeans

9781991095411 $8.50

Quiz Masters 9781991095428 $8.50

Saltspray Cross-Country 9781991095435 $8.50

Saltspray Idol 9781991095442 $8.50

Saltspray Monster 9781991095459 $8.50

Shootout! 9781991095466 $8.50

Skateboards and 
Meatballs

9781991095473 $8.50

TITLE ISBN RRP QTY

Stranded 9781991095480 $8.50

Sunday Lunch 9781991095497 $8.50

The Bake-Off 9781991095503 $8.50

The Biggest Catch 9781991095510 $8.50

The Bonza Beach Dig 9781991095527 $8.50

The Fear Factor 9781991095534 $8.50

The House Move 9781991095381 $8.50

The Ice Cream Shop 
Window

9781991095541 $8.50

The Longest Eel in the 
World

9781991095558 $8.50

The Mystery of Joanna’s 
Gold

9781991095565 $8.50

The Pink Flamingo 9781991095572 $8.50

The Puppet Booth 9781991095589 $8.50

The Winner Is… 9781991095596 $8.50

Too Many Ice Creams 9781991095602 $8.50

Who Cracked the Code? 9781991095619 $8.50

Wild Weather 9781991095626 $8.50

Next Steps Decodables 
Single Pack 1 x 36 titles

9781991095633 $306.00

Next Steps Decodables 
Multipack 5 x 36 titles

9781991095640 $1,224.00
SAVE 20%

SHIPPING $12.50

TOTAL

HOW TO ORDER:
SCAN & EMAIL YOUR ORDER TO: sales@sunshine.co.nz

OR ORDER ONLINE AT: www.sunshine.co.nz

01
25

40
c

All prices include GST and are subject to change without notice. Please add a $12.50 shipping charge to your order.


